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Work of Cheswick Green Parish Council 
 

The Parish Council forms the lowest tier of local government. It has very limited powers within the 
community. It is an elected body and at present there are 7 members. The last election was in 
2015, but no vote took place then as only 7 candidates came forward. Elections take place every 4 
years. Since the 2015 elections several vacancies have occurred and residents have been given 
the opportunity to call an election to fill these vacancies, but this has not happened, therefore new 
members have been co-opted. Members have to follow a strict code of conduct. 
 
The Residents Association is open to all residents who pay an annual subscription to join and 
membership of its committee is decided by the residents who attend their Annual General meeting. 
The Residents Association has its own constitution. It is responsible for organising social events 
such as “Party in the Park”. It can comment on planning applications. 
 
The Parish Council is mainly funded by the annual precept which every householder contributes to 
via their council tax. Therefore, members have to ensure that what is spent gives the best value for 
money and all expenses are thoroughly audited. Parish Councillors are not paid, they all give their 
time voluntarily, however elected members can claim a small allowance to cover some expenses 
they incur. Currently all Councillors live in the parish and they aim to do what they can to get the 
best possible outcome in all areas for local residents. 
 
The Parish Council cannot make any planning decisions but it is a statutory consultee. This means 
that Solihull MBC must ask the Parish Council for its views on all planning applications made within 
the parish. The Parish Council has to give a response even if there are no comments, observations 
or objections. The Parish Council endeavours to put forward views that are in the best interests of 
all residents of the parish. This is particularly important for major developments such as Blythe  
Valley as it seeks to get the best possible deal for everyone. The Borough Council has to read all 
comments on planning applications but does not necessarily act on them. The Parish Council is 
trying to develop a Neighbourhood Plan which has to be acceptable to a majority of residents, and 
if this is in place the Borough Council has to make decisions that do not conflict with this plan. 
More information on this later. 
 
An important task of the Parish Council is to maintain the various pieces of land that it owns within 
the parish for example the recreation ground, the Mount and the fields off Saxon Wood Road. It is 
also ultimately responsible for the Village Hall and the part of the car park nearest to it (more on 
this later). The Parish Council applied for a grant to improve the recreation ground earlier this year 
via the Tesco “Bags of Help” scheme and was fortunate to obtain £10,000 from this scheme thanks 
in part to residents voting from a shortlist. So far a concrete table tennis table has been installed. 
Further improvements will follow soon. 
 
Work has also taken place to improve the part of the car park adjacent to the Village Hall and to try 
to keep pedestrians safe on the approach to the recreation ground. A scheme has been introduced 
to try to keep the area in front of the shops clear of litter, by arranging for a weekly litter pick. The 
beds in front of the shops have also been tidied and replanted. A grant from SMBC helped to pay 
for this. Shopkeepers and the Village Surgery contribute towards this. 
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CheswiCk green parish 
CounCil preCept Charge

The purpose of this Newsletter is to provide residents with  
information on how the precept is spent and the reasons why an 
increase in next year’s precept is necessary.
Every Parish/Town Council in the Borough is responsible for setting 
its own precept charge. This charge is added to the Council Tax 
levied by Solihull MBC. The precept charge reflects the budget 
set by the Parish Council and is converted into an annual amount 
payable per property. The amount payable by each household will 
vary according to which property band your house is placed in. 
Your tax band is shown on your Council Tax bill. There are 8 
property bands which are determined by the Valuation Office 
Agency. For comparison purposes throughout the country a Band 
D property is always used.

Details of the annual precept charge over the last few years for 
Cheswick Green Parish Council are shown below: -
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decoration. The Parish Council will seek a contribution from the 
Village Hall Management Committee towards the cost of the 
works.  

WHY THE INCREASE NOW?
In future, it is possible that if a Parish/Town Council needs to raise 
its precept higher than 2%, that a referendum would need to be 
held prior to implementing such an increase. The cost of a 
referendum would be considerable, and would have to be paid 
for by the residents of the parish. This could be in the region of 
£3,000 - 5,000. As the Village Hall needs improvement now, it 
is prudent to raise the charge now rather than incur the cost of a 
referendum at a later date.    

If you have any questions about the charge for 2017/18 you are 
welcome to attend any of the monthly Parish Council meetings.     
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Notes to the budget:
Administration costs - this covers the cost of all admin 
requirements. 
Grounds maintenance - this covers the Recreation Ground, The 
Mount, the fields between Saxon Wood Rd and Snowshill Drive, 
the Village Green and the grass at corner of Saxon Wood Road 
and Boscobel Rd. Litter picking around Village Hall/parts of the car 
park, work on trees and the Christmas lights, etc.
Election costs - these arise when an election is required. No costs 
have been incurred for several years.
Consultants fees – to cover the cost for any professional 
undertakings.

the 2017/18 Charge:
The proposed charge is £69,456, a total increase of £20,430, 
which will mean an increase of £21.11 per property annually. (41 
pence per week per household)
The Village Hall roof required extensive emergency and essential 
repair work to the underlying fabric of the roof, at a total cost of 
over £47,700 including structural engineering fees.  The Parish 
Council had not budgeted for this unforeseen cost and due to   
being unable to obtain any external funding, it had no alternative 
than to use reserve funds. The work on the roof was completed
ahead of schedule, despite additional unexpected structural 
problems within the roof, and with a minimum loss of income. At 
the beginning of this financial year 1st April 2016 reserves were 
£73,450. Following the use of reserves for the roof repairs and 
other expenditure the balance of the reserves at year end 31st 
March 2017 is currently estimated to be £19,000.

Parish/Town Councils are advised to have reserves approximating 
to 50% of the precept. The Parish Council has taken the decision 
to recover the amount over a period of time. You will note that 
within the 2017/18 budget a sum of £2,700 has been included 
for “contribution to reserves”. As houses are occupied in Cheswick 
Place this will mean that the cost of the precept will be spread over 
more households and thereby reduce the annual charge to each 
household within the Parish. 

As you may be aware, the Village Hall is in need of renovation and 
the Parish Council plans to invest in this community asset. You will 
note that within the 2017/18 budget a sum of £10,000 has been 
included for “Village Hall works”.  It is proposed to refurbish the 
toilets, renew the external doors, improve security and information 
technology and undertake some minor works including some 

As can be seen from the table, there was an increase of £1.30 
per household from 2012/13 to 2013/14 and then no increases 
for the following 2 years. In 2016/17 the charge was increased by 
£4,472 which meant an increase of £4.99 per property per year 
(just over 9 pence per week). This increase was required to provide 
for anticipated consultants fees, arising from the many planning 
applications from housing developers. 
The budgets for the Parish Council for the last 2 years together 
with the proposed budget for 2017/18, are shown below: 
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