Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authoritiss®;

+ where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£15 million; or

* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25.000
or less but that:
* are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
*» have requested 2 limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of cach financial year in accordance with Proper Praciices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s intemal auditor.
» Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be rétumed to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Govemance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be a2pproved and published on tha autherity website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An aulhority with elther gross income or gross expendilure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neithar income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the extemal auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incura charge of £40 +VAT:

- the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum Sections 1 and 2, logether wilhy

- a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

« an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
» notification of the. commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

= Annuzl Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your extemal auditor. Your sxtemal auditor will

ask for any additional documenis needed.

Once the exlemal audilor has compleled the limiled assurance review and is able to give an opinion. the

Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor

Report and Certificate will be retured fo the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Reguiations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
aulhority websile/webpaga:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must pubfish:

- Notice of the period for the exercise of pubiic rights and a deciaration that the ageounling statements
are as yel unaudited;

- Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

- Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

= Naotice of conciusion of audil

- Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

+ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a rasult of the limited assurance review. It
is racommanded as best practice, to avoid a2ny potential confusion by iocal electors and interested
parties, that you also publiish the Annual Intermal Audil Report, page 3.

memmsonmmmummmmmmmm roferred to i e Accounts and Audil Regulaticns 2015,
Thrammmmmwmmmmummwmfmumm-ﬁmnmmm

“for @ completo bst n!‘mlﬁss that moy b0 smaller autharilis refer lo saheduis 2 (o (he LmﬂAumt;ndAmmmuyAc:zm4
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

- The authority must comply with Proper Practices In complating Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to tme and containg everylhing
needed lo prepars successiully for the financial year-end and he subsaquent waork by the external auditor,

= Make sure that the AGAR is complete {no highlighted boxes left empty) and Is properly signed and dated. Any
amendmenis must be approved by the authonty and propery initialled.

+ The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Repornt before approving the Annual
Governance Stalement and the accounts.

» Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before retuming it to the axternal
auditor by email or post (not both) no iater than 30 June 2026

« The Annual Governance Statement {Saclion 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Secticn
2} and evidenced by the agenda or minute references; even where approved on the same day.

- Tha Rosponsible Financial Officer (RFC) must certify the accounts {Saclion 2) before they are presented fo
the autharity for approval. The autharity must in this erder; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

+ The RFO is required lo commencs the public rights peried which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection { this exciudes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

« You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

= Make sure that the copy of the bank recondiliation lo be sent to your extemal auditor with the AGAR covers all

—=  the bank accounts. If the autharity holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank

reconciliation. The external audilor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
stalemenls (Section 2, page 5). An expianation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. Mare help on bank reconcifiation is available in the Prachiioners’ Guide®.

« Explain fully significant variances i lhe accounting statements on page 5. Do nol just send a copy of the detalied
accounling recards instead of this explanation. The externai audilor wanls to know that you understand lhe
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the fuli vanance.

- Additional costs may be incurrad if additional audt work is required.

« Make sure thal the accounting statements add up and thal he balance carnied forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance broughl forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026}.

- The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement dale for the
exercise of public rights which must be a singie period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

- The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Reguiation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audil Regulations 2015. inciuding the periad for the exercise of public rights and the nama and
addrgss of the extemal auditor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist — ‘No' answers mear you may not have met requirements

All sections Have all highlightad boxas huve boen complated?
Has all additional Information requustod; including the dates set for the period ] J

for the exercise of public rights, been provided for Ihe exlermal audtor?
{Intemal Audit Repart | Haveall highlighted boxes been completad by the internal auditoeand uxplanabons provided?
Sachbon 1 For any statemant to which the response is 110, has an explanation been publshicd? | yg

Section 2 Has e Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements belore (
presentation to the autherily for approval?

Has the authority’s approval of the accounting statements besn confinned Al
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an axplanation of significant variations been published whure requirad? ]

Has the bank reconciliation as al 31 March 2026 been recongiled o Box 87 l
Has an explanalion of any differenca betwaen Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? N

Sections 1 and 2 Trast funds — have o disciasuras bean made i the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do nol send lrust accounting statements unfess roquestad. Nh

A

“Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities In England — 2 Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

CHESWICK.  GIRCEN PARISH  (aundiL
WWW . chasw ‘dar-tm—pc . 35\1. k.

During the financial vear enced 31 March 2026, this authority’s internal auditor acling indopendently and on the
basis of an assessmant of risk, camied out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procadures and
controls In opsration and obtained appropriale avidenoe from the authorily.

The infemal audit for 2025/26 has been carried oul in accordance with this authority's neads and planned coversge,

A. Approprisls accounting rocoeds have beun propérly kep! throughout the financia: year- s e =

B. This authority camplie with its financial fogulatons, payments were supporied by invosces, all
zxpandilure was approved and VAT was aspproprialoly eccounted for.

C. This authority asscssed the significant riaks to achioving its chjectives and roviewed he adequacy
‘_nl arancemonts lo manage thess,

D. The precent or rates requiroment rosulted from an adequate budgetary PrOCess] progross agamst
tha budgel was regulary monitorad; and reserves ware appropriate.

E. Expocted income wus fully rocefved, based un comac) pricas, propedty socorded and promptly
bankod, and VAT was appropeiately acoounted for,

F. Cash paymeanls were wroperly supporied by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and
VAT aporopriately accounted Tar,

G. Salarivs 10 empicyees und alicwances 1o members were paid in accordance with th authexily's
approvala, and PAYE s NI requirements wera properly apoied.

H. Assot and investments registors were compiele and accurate and properly maintained.

. _Périndic tek account recanciiations were propurly caried out during the vaar,

J. Accounting skitements pregared during the year were propared on (e corfect accounting basss (receipls
and peymends or income and expanditure). agreed to the cash book, suppacied by an adequale audrt
traif from underlying records and where approprizlo dedtors and creditor werg propery recordod

K. I the authority cartified itself a5 exempl from & limited assurance roview in 2024/25, it mat the | . /

SNSRI KK

@empton chilofia and comeclly deciared jtselt exumpt. (il the authurity hed = limited assuratice i
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not coverad”) |

L The authority published tha raquired informaiion on 2 websiieiwobpage up to date at the lime of tho
mlemal audit in accondancs with the refevan legislation,

M. In the year coverpd by this AGAR, (he authority correetly providad for o pariod for the sxercize of
publiy, rigteiss 15 reguired by Ui Accoanis and Audit Reguintions {dunng the 2025/28 AGAR period,
were public fahts in rofation o the 2074-25 AGAR svideviced by & notice o the website andior
aulkorty approved nrinutes confirming lhe dates set).

N. The autherity has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR
(s AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes),

O. The: authority has complied with laws, fegulations 3 proper practcas relating fo digtal und data D . r_' ( L
compliance. ‘

\ \- <

P. [For local councils only} o — e
Ttust funds (including chariiuble) — The council mot fts responaibiliies as i lustes. | . |
Far any other risk areas identfied by this authorty adoguate cuntrols existed (Ia!unywwriskamsmsepmxbsmem if needa)
Datefs) intema audiz uocertaken Name of person who carried out the intornai audit
06fosl 2026 Wt Loftnsterd

oL solbep U g™ > <0 (Ul oo Obfes)2026

‘lnhnmoonuls_'mf-m.mﬁmmﬁmmhimnﬁnnmymhcomrolidcmﬂudd
M:HNMB.MMMM-MM Mot recant interal RUCR wark was dona in this sme and whan it @ next planned: or,

# coverage 8 rol required; m'ommmmmmwmwmmmamﬂw;
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
We acknowledge as the members of;

CHESWICK. GrREEN PARisH  CouNCiL

our rasponsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowiedge and belief, with
respect 10 the Accounting Statements for the vear ended 31 March 20286, that

preparod (s accowthng stafemants 17 8Coortiarce
With the Accuards sod Auvdt Reguiations

1. We have pul in place armangemants (of efuclive inancal
managament duriryg te yoarn and for the preparstion of
the accoursing statements.

2 Ve muininined nn adegquate system of internal comteol
ncluding Messures designad 1o prevant snd detect fraud

NI COMIPSSR NS Teviewsd its effoctiveness,

Mede proper Arangemes and accopied MSPINSdINY
for sefeQuarding (he public muncy and resourones in
its chama.

3. W have assurad purselves that e are no mattars
of st ur palentai nan-compiance will laws,
familstions and Pruper Pracsions that could have 3
sigréfican: financial efect oo e ablity of this
aulhority tn conduct 25 LUSINEES OF Mamage ily
finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity cunng tha yaar for
the exarcsa of alaciors’ fighls in accordanca with the
requrenents of the Accounts and AUSE Regalatons,

5. We CAmMAT oUT 81 aggessimant of the rsks facing this cwmidered oand documentod e financal and other nigky

suthority and toak approprate s2eps Lo manage those J faces and oeall with them roperly,

hEs anly done what it Aps e lngal power (o 00 and hss
complied willr Prapser Pravlices in daing sa

during the yaar Jevd Al Sersons iferesfed the opudriuily i
i { wnd axk quoestions abat this suthanty’s scomants

rigks, meluding b inlroductian of intemal cantrals ancor
oxtomal NFUrENCe COVEr where required

. We maintained tiroughout the yoar an adoguate and
affactive system of ntemel audil of e accounting
recsrds and contral systoms.

Wo fook approprigte acton on all maliars raised
n raparts fom ntamal and extemsl audil.

8. We considered whother any Sagation, Labiities of
CoMmMtments, events or amsictions, scoumng ethar
diring or aftgr the year-end, lave x Tmanciad impact on
this authioeily 3nd, where appeopriate, haws incioded hem

aTenped foy & compelent parsov, mndep U af the fimancial
LoninN's and AMCRAWaS. I Qve &n SOMSClive vitwy ar winelfier
interrma) conlrods mpat o nonds aof this amalar Futhonty.
résporyiod to mattors brought 1o #s sttention oy intemal #nd
extemal ol

disclosed cvanyming # showld Rave sbour is Lusiness sclvily

during o yoar inckiding aunnts faang place siter the yesr
ond ¥ redevant.

~7

In the accounting staterments |

9. {Far toca! councils only) Trust funds including hs el all of &y responsibidibes whom: 25 » body
charitabla. In our capacity 88 the sole managing copovale, i iz & S0l Mmareging fusiee of @ e
trustec we discharged our accountadility 7St or sty
ragponsibiities for the fund(s)lassets, including J
tinancisl reporting and, if required, indapendant
examination or audit,

10. We frsve put i placa amanny e o0 tha affactive [T fras made sutable armangements for o5 1T and oata
and dats managenant in stcordance with prapar \/ maragement and e comlisd will propey practices
praciioas during the year under raview. daing 50

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for ¢ach 'No’ response and describe
Bow the authority will address the weaknesses identificd. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemnance Statement was approvod al o Signed by the Chair and Clark of Ihe meeting where
meeting of the authorify on: approval was given:
/5 /20206 £
and recorded as minute reference: Chair f L/ :
b Clurk N\ML P va /P

W Cheswide green™ pC . oV . WA
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A

Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

CHESWICK GREEN PARISH CovNe L

1. Batancos brought
forwarg

Total balances and reservas al the boginning of the: yoar
as recorded in the financial records Valus must agree
{0 Box 7 of previous year,

2.(+) Pracept or Rates and
Lovies

652%

Tofal amount of precept (or for (D88 rates and lovies)
recaived or recenvabin in the year. Exclude any granis
raceived.

3. {+) Total cther raceipts

0¥k

Total income or receipls as rocorded in the cashbook less
ihe provept or ratasfevies roceived (line 2). Inciude any
gran!s received,

4. (+) Staff costs

2999F

Totel expenditure or paymunly made 10 8nd an bolaif
of ail employees. inciude gross wialaries and wagns,
employers Ni contributions, emplayers pension
comtribiitions, gratuities and severance payments.

§. {-) Loan Intergsticapital
repaymants

o

Tedal expenditure or paymments of capital and inlerest
made dunng the yesr o (he authonty's borrowangs (if any).

6. (-) All ofher payments

g1+ 0

Tolal expenditura or payments 25 recanded 0 e cosh-
book iess slaff costs fine &) and oan intersst/capital
repayments (Tine 5).

7. (=] Balances carried
forward

qo520

Tota! balances and ressrves ot the end of the yesr: |

8. Total value of cash and
shart lesmt investments

90590

must éxqual (1+2+3) - (11546), J
The sum of 8l current and d_eposir bank sccounts, cash
holdings and short lesm investments held as al 31 Msrch —
To 2grae with bank rcconciliation.

9. Total fixed assols plus
long term invesimonts
ond assety

2036 0%

The value of uil the property the authorily owns — it is magde
up of aif s fixed asseis and long tarm imvesimonts &s 8!
| 31 March,

10. Tolat borrowings

| The eulstanding capital bafance ax i 31 March of aWl loans {
Q| from thinct prtics (including rwes).

For Local Councils Only

|11 Do e fgures in the
sccountng  slalements above
exciude any tual ressactions?

« For guldance refor to the Practifioncrs” Guide sections 2.31 t6 2,33,

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statemenls in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Ratum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
ar income and experdilure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability lor Smaller Authorities - a
Praclitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and presant fairly
the financizl position of this autharity.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
prosented to the authority for approval,

Maxie Ziax
£[5) 2020

Date

| confim tha! these Accounting Stalements were
approved by this authority on this date:

I los(2026

as recordod in minute referanceo:
IF

Signed by Char af the meeting where the Accounting
Statemants wore approve

N
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Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26

Inrespectol  CHESWICK GREEN PARISH (ounNCiL-

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

OurmsponsibﬂnyasaucimmbOGmnpletea!WanmmwmwiswombymeNaﬁomlMROlﬁce(NAO).Ainﬂed
ERSUrANCE raview is not a full statutory audit, & does not constitule an audit carred out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & !mland)andhencoildoasnotpmﬁdehesambvddam&atathaudiwom.
TthKGovemwhasdwnimdMalmrhvelofassurmneman that provided by a full statutory avdit is appeopriate
Iammmmmmmmslmasm.

Unceer a limitad assirance review, the auditor is responsibie for soviewing Secfions 1 and 2 of the Annual Gavemance and
Accauntability Retum in acocardance with NAQ Augitoe Guidance Nole 02 (AGN 02) as issuad by the'NAO on behalf of the
Campireller and Audiior Ganeral. AGN 02 is availabie from the NAQ websie -
httpsJiwww.mo.om.ddcode—audﬁ-pracﬁce/guidance-andhfumaﬂm#maudnw ;

This autharity is respansible for ensuring that ils financial management is adequate and effective and that it has

a sound systor of intemal conltrol. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
acoardance with Proper Praciices which:

* summarsas the acceunling records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
* canfims and provides sssurance on hosa matters thal are refevant to our duties and responsibiiies as extemal suditors,

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

(Except for the matiers reportan Delow)” 00 e basis 0f OUr fevien of Soctons 1 @nd 2 of the Annual Governancs and Accouttsbiity Ratum, n

QU eainion e Mfonralion in Sections 1 wnd 2 of M Annual Gowwmancs and Accountndifty Retun is n aocordancs with Proper Practicns ang

;u:’ othar mattars hw:: t;umnto our silenlion givng cause fue concom thal relevant logislaton and reguistony equraments bave rat hean mel
“dofotr 28 aporop

(continue on n saparate shee! i raquinad)

Othur matters net slfecing our opnicd which we araw o the wiention of e authorty:

{cordinue an a saparate sheel if roquint)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We cerlify/do not certify® that we have completed our roview of Sections 1 and 2 af the Annual Governance and
Accountabifity Relurn, and discharged our respensibilities under the Local Audit and Accountabiiity Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2025

["We d0 nol cerifly completon becatmn:

External Auditor Name

Cxlernal Auditor Signature Date
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